Lyme Disease May Be Sexually
Transmitted, Study Suggests.
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In the study, researchers tested semen samples
and vaginal secretions from three groups of
patients: control subjects without evidence of
Lyme disease, random subjects who tested
positive for Lyme disease, and married
heterosexual couples engaging in unprotected
sex who tested positive for the disease.
As expected, all of the control subjects tested
negative for Borrelia burgdorferi in semen
samples or vaginal secretions. In contrast, all
women with Lyme disease tested positive for
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“We don’t yet understand why women with Lyme
disease have consistently positive vaginal
secretions, whilst semen samples are more
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The present study was a collaborative
effort by an international team of
scientists. In addition to Middelveen, a
veterinary microbiologist from Canada,
researchers included molecular
biologists Jennie Burke, Augustin
Franco and Yean Wang and
dermatologist Peter Mayne from
Australia working with molecular
biologists Eva Sapi and Cheryl
Bandoski, family practitioner Hilary
Schlinger and internist Raphael Stricker
from the United States.
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